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SUB J : S & T AGREEMENT: SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL 
INFORMATION 

REF: STATE 2783 

AYKAZYAN OF SCST RESPONDED TO EMBASSY'S INFORMAL ENQUIRY 
CONCERNING SOVIET WHO WILL BE DESIGNATED TO REPRESENT TASK 
GROUP ON FORECASTING INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS AND SERVICES. 

IN VIEW OF SPECIAL SOVIET SENSITIVITIES, WE HAD SIMPLY INDI- 
CATED THAT PRICE WAS BEING*CONSIDERED FOR CHAIRMANSHIP OF US 
SIDE OF TASK GROUP AND, NOTING LONG ASSOCIATION AND MUTUAL 
RESPECT BETWEEN HIM AND DOBROV, ENQUIRED WHETHER DOBROV MIGHT 
BE UNDER CONSIDERATION ON SIVIET SIDE. AYKAZYAN QUOTED 
ARUTYUNOV AS SAYING THAT DOBROV WAS BEING CONSIDERED FOR 
THIS, BUT EVEN IF HE IS NOT DESIGNATED CHAIRMAN HE WOULD 
STILL BE ACTIVE IN PROGRAM. WE REALIZE THAT THIS LEAVES 
PRICE IN ONLY SLIGHTLY BETTER POSITION FOR MAKING HIS DECISION, 

BUT EMBASSY DOES NOT BELIEVE IT DESIRABLE TO REQUEST EX- 
PLICITLY DOBROV SELECTION, TO TIE IT TO PRICE ACCEPTANCE, 

OR TO GIVE IMPRESSION THAT US SIDE IS ATTEMPTING TO HAND- 
PICK ARUTYUNOV'S OWN TEAM. DUBS 
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